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Administrators working on ways to celebrate safely

For commencement last year, a stage was built in the
school parking lot and graduates arrived in waves of 30.
Photo by Todd Dandelske.

     West Haven High School seniors will be having
modified prom and graduation this year to allow the
Class of 2021 to celebrate safely during the pandemic.

Prom Plans
     The prom will take place across two nights--May 21
and May 28--at Villa Bianca in Seymour, with a theme
of “Midsummer's Night Eve.” 
     The current plan is to have all prom attendees
show they have tested negative for Covid-19 within
three days of the event or proof of full vaccination.
People will be required to wear masks and
temperatures will be taken at the door. 
    The prom has to be spread across two nights
because current state guidelines limit outdoor events
to 200 people. Seniors will be able to choose which
prom they want to attend.

    “If it does change by May then we would revisit the
two proms and try to combine it into one prom,”
Principal Dana Paredes said.
     WHHS seniors will get first chance to buy tickets,
and if there are extras, they can bring guests from
other grades or schools. Tickets will be about $25 per
person for seniors and $75 per person for guests.
One guest per senior is allowed. Guest tickets go on
sale April 5. 
     “We have over 300 seniors and only 400 tickets,”
Mrs. Paredes said. “However in general senior prom
does not go over 400 even before Covid, so I don’t
think we're going to run into a situation where we
don’t have enough tickets to go around, but seniors
will have priority.” 
     Both proms will be held from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. A
dinner will be served with a variety of food options.

Graduation Plans
     Graduation is set for June 15 on the football field
and will be done in three or four waves, with 100
graduates in each wave. There will also be a separate
virtual graduation released on June 16. 
     Last year’s ceremony was held in the school
parking lot with groups of 30 graduates at a time and
one car of guests per student.
    "The rules have changed a lot since last year,” Mrs.
Paredes said. “This year they’re actually not putting a
hard and fast number, but just saying that everybody
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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In Memorium
     West Haven High School is mourning the death of Tavon Dixon, a freshman
who showed great promise as both a student and athlete. Born on Oct. 17,
2005, Tavon passed away on March 5 at Yale New Haven Children’s Hospital. 
     Tavon will be greatly missed by his teachers and friends, who wish they could
have seen him achieve his goal of playing high school basketball. 
    The West Haven High School community sends its deepest condolences to
Tavon's family.  

SECURITY DIRECTORS WIN 2021 UNSUNG HERO AWARDS

By Dominic Konareski, Class of 2023

     West Haven High School security heads Mike
Ebron and Richard “Monty” Reynolds won this year’s
“Unsung Heros” award for their work to ensure our
school operates safely and smoothly.
   Mr. Ebron and Mr. Reynolds, who have known each
other for 30 years, have responsibilities that include
escorting students, overseeing traffic, responding to
emergencies and monitoring dismissals.
   The Parent Teacher Student Association selected
the winners, with input from staff and the
community. There will be an outdoor dinner to
celebrate the heroes later this spring.
   “They are such a positive presence in the school,”
Principal Dana Paredes said. “They work behind the
scenes to help things run smoothly, and serve as role 

models for our students.” 
   Mr. Ebron started working for our school district nine
years ago and he is now the director of security. Mr.
Reynolds, who is assistant director of security, 
started eight years ago. They both previously worked
for the State Department of Corrections. Mr. Ebron
was a correctional officer. Mr. Reynolds was a
correctional captain and ran the training academy for
the department.
     Mr. Ebron credits the award to their hard work,
determination and commitment. Mr. Reynolds added
that he won for his “charming personality.”
     The heroes said they are a good team for their
good-cop, bad-cop dynamic--Mr. Reynolds said he's
the good cop.    
     "He's the yang to my ying," Mr. Reynolds said.
     The pair are known for their sense of humor. For
instance, Mr. Reynolds can sometimes be heard
singing over the loudspeaker. 
    When asked about their most memorable moment
at the school, both of them said the exact same thing:
One day they went to break up a fight and ended up
getting Charley horses at the exact same time and still
continued to do their jobs.
    They both said their favorite part of the job is seeing
the kids and forming relationships with them.  
    The pair have many fans around the school.
     “I like that they’re very real with you,” said senior
Armani Marazzi. “They tell it like it is. Every student at
West Haven High School feels safe with Monty and
Mike in charge.” 
    Mr. Ebron and Mr. Reynolds, who can be usually
found manning the front entrance, are always there for
you when you need a helping hand. 

Mike Ebron and Richard "Monty" Reynolds are this
year's Unsung Heros. Photo by Dakota Willette.
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    Juniors Hannah Davey, Nabiha Khan, and Danielle Ricketts have been tapped to become the new Student Board of
Education representatives for the 2021 to 2022 school year. As of now they are shadowing the current Board of
Education representatives Mackenzie Gardner and Anthony Vendrella.
   Here they share their plans for their terms in office.

How does it feel to be a Student Board of Education representative?
Hannah Davey: I am looking forward to being able to give back and make a positive impact on a community that has
provided me with so many opportunities. I want to continue to spread the positive impact throughout the school
district and give my peers the best high school experience. 

Nabiha Khan: It feels nerving and exciting at the same time because it is a big responsibility, but also it’s a chance to
make our voices heard as students. Most importantly I feel grateful to be given the opportunity to represent the
students of West Haven.

Danielle Ricketts: I feel so privileged and excited to have such a prestigious position, especially after learning how
competitive the applicant pool was. I applied because I heard about the opportunity and thought it would be a great
chance to get more involved in the school, I'm always looking to expand and diversify how I participate.

What are the main issues you would like to address at West Haven High School?
Davey: As of right now, one of the main concerns is when we will go back to school full time. There have been many
concerns regarding the recent school quarantines and the "second wave" of the virus. Also, students' mental health
plays a huge role in the decision too. My job is to make sure that all perspectives on returning to school full time are
considered when making a decision. Another concern that's being addressed is the unpaved student parking lot.
Recently, there have been quite a few accidents so we want to get the parking lot paved and lined to help control the
chaos within the parking lot full of new drivers.

Khan: One of the main issues I’d like to address at West Haven High School is mental health. Just like any other illness
requires its root cause to be removed or mitigated, the root cause of mental health must also be treated the same
way. Therefore, I’d like to raise awareness and target stressors that contribute to poor mental health and provide a
solution. It’s important to address this issue because it’s often brushed under the rug but I believe highlighting it is
essential to an atmosphere of mutual understanding, where students feel safe and get the best education possible
at West Haven High School.

Ricketts: I will definitely be addressing all the issues that arise and are brought to me while I'm in this position, but I
will especially be focusing on how Distance and In- person learning can be the best experience possible. My aim is to
make school on a whole better for all students, especially in such an unprecedented and important time.
CONTINUED ON BOTTOM HALF OF NEXT PAGE

Meet the new Student Board of Education Representatives

By Armani Marazzi, Class of 2021

Hannah Davey, Nabiha Khan, and Danielle Ricketts
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Staff Spotlight:

Christine Montano

By Conner Fowler, Class of 2021

    “Follow your dreams and do the things that you
love doing” is just one of the mottos of Christine
Montano, a math teacher who started at West
Haven High School in 2005. 
     Before her time in West Haven, she worked in
Bridgeport as a middle-school math teacher and
in Canada as a tax instructor. She said she learns
from her students as much as they learn from
her. She forms bonds with her students by always
being there for them in schoolwork and just in life. 
    “I love teaching, I wouldn't change it,” she said.
“It was the best decision for me to become a
teacher.” 
    Mrs. Montano emphasizes to students there
are many different paths to success, noting 

that she didn't attend college right after high school
and they don’t have to either. 
    Mrs. Montano grew up in a low-income rental
apartment, where she shared a room with two
siblings.
     “College was never discussed in our home,” she
said. “We were expected to graduate high school and
get a job.” 
    Mrs. Montano decided to become a math teacher
when she was 33, leaving a 17-year gap between high
school and college. She treats all her students as if
they’ll be going to college, even though some might
not go immediately after high school.
     “It's good for them to know that it is never too late
to get a better education,” she said.
     Mrs. Montano feels her job is more of a pleasure
than work. She wants everyone to find a career like
her that they love so they go to work happy. She
wants her students to live their lives to the fullest. 
     Outside of school she has been trying her hand in
paddle-boarding as a newly found Covid-possible
hobby. She has also taken on knitting, which she
learned from her mother, along with painting shells. 
     Students who have Mrs. Montano’s class should
feel lucky, as she is a hard-working and caring teacher. 

What are you going to contribute as a Student Board of Education rep?
Davey: As a student representative, I will contribute my insight into the student life here at West Haven High School. I
will also shed light onto any concerns that a student presents to me, even if I don't necessarily agree with them. I
hope I'm able to make the student life at West Haven High School the best it could possibly be for all students, and I
am hoping that every student feels comfortable coming to me for anything.

Khan: As a Student BOE rep, I will contribute by amplifying the voice of the students who go unheard. That is why I
encourage all fellow students to not hesitate to bring any questions or concerns they may have to me or the other
representatives. In doing so I hope to foster a more inclusive and productive environment in West Haven Public
Schools.

Ricketts: I'm open to addressing any concerns I or others have during my time as Student Representative. I really
want people to feel comfortable coming to me with any problems or good news so the Board can know and be
updated with our progress and concerns.

********** 
  As a whole, all three representatives have shown they will rise to the challenge of their jobs and are all for having
student voices involved in the decision-making processes at our school. 

STUDENT BOE REPS, Cont.
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    Former congressional candidate Margaret
Streicker visited Michael Quoka's Issues in
Government class on Jan. 26 to discuss her
business background, experience creating
jobs, and her motivations for running for
office.  In 2020 Ms. Streicker, a Republican,
ran against incumbent Third District U.S.
House Representative Rosa DeLauro. 
    "It was a great experience for the class to
meet someone who ran for a position that
we discuss in class," Mr. Quoka said.

    Anaelecea Turcio, a junior at West Haven High
School, won first place for the Academic Integrity
Committee writing contest. She submitted an
outstanding research essay about the importance of
having integrity in our relationships both at home
and in the workplace. First prize is $50, which Turcio
will be saving up.
     “I felt I had a strong chance in placing in the top
three,” Turcio said. "The money was appealing, the
subject was simple, and I knew winning would look
good for college.”
    Turcio's essay, which can be read on
whhsnews.com,  has also been selected as one of
the top ten essays in the School for Ethical
Education’s 2021 statewide Laws of Life Essay
Contest.
    Second place in the school contest went to Joshua
Doody, also a junior, who wrote a compelling story
about two boys--Timmy and Randy--one of whom
struggled at times, but in the end demonstrated
integrity. Senior, Aianna Thomas, took third with a
powerful poem about the African-American
experience and the true meaning of freedom.

has to be six feet apart.” 
     Holding the ceremony in waves will allow each senior
to bring more guests, probably around six. Students will
get to choose which wave they will go in. 
The ceremony has a rain date of June 17. 
    Mrs. Paredes is looking on the bright side of the
changes to graduation. 
     “[Last year] was a much more personal graduation
experience than a regular graduation because parents
were able to stand right in front of the stage when their
child was graduating,” she said. “I was happy with how
last year’s graduation went because I think it was the
best we could do under the circumstances. It was better
than I thought.”

Congressional Candidate Visits Government Class

Margaret Streicker (3rd from right) with Mr. Quoka's class.

Junior Wins Academic Integrity

Essay Contest 
By Rodjae Smith, Class of 2023

PROM AND GRAD PLANS, CON'T FROM PG 1

https://whhsnews.com/3199/creative-corner/integrity-in-life/
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Honor Society Members Volunteering as Virtual Tutors
By Danielle Ricketts, Class of 2022

    Members of the West Haven High School National
Honor Society are giving virtual tutoring lessons to any
student in the district who needs it as one of the group’s
current community service activities. 
    The tutoring began in January of this year, and is
available to any student in West Haven. Currently,
students from the second grade all the way up to the high
school level are being tutored. These sessions are usually
held once a week at an appointed time and only require
reaching out to Chrystal Fanelli, the National Honor
Society’s advisor, to register.
    Distance learning has been a huge adjustment for
many students, and some struggle with the change more
than others. Ms Fanelli explained that everyone in the
NHS agreed the tutoring would be helpful because of this.
    The tutoring sessions have, in fact, been helping the
students do better with school.
    “For the most part, they seem to be enjoying the
sessions and are definitely improving,” said senior Jaden
Perez, an Honor Society member.
    Although the pandemic has prevented many of the
National Honor Society’s traditional activities, like the
annual MDA Sportstacular to raise money for the

Muscular Dystrophy Association or the sleep-out to
raise money for Columbus House, a homeless shelter
in New Haven, the pandemic makes tutoring easier in
some ways.
    “The fact that both parties can do this from their
own home makes it much easier and more
convenient for everyone,” Ms. Fanelli said.
    Virtual tutoring eliminates the need for tutors to
have a driver’s license and for finding an effective
place to work.
    “The tutorees are grateful for the help and the
tutors have found it to be very rewarding,” Ms. Fanelli
said.

April 20: Valedictorian/Salutatorian Parade

May 6: National Honor Society Induction

May 13: Top 20 Lunch

May 24: Fall Family Senior Night

May 21 and May 28: Senior Prom

June 4: Senior Picnic

June 7: Six Flags Trip

June 8: Senior Awards

June 15: Graduation 
(practice on June 14; rain date on June 17)

TENTATIVE DATES FOR SENIORS
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Support Staff's Self-Care Tip of the Month:
 

“Self-management is a key component for all learning whether for academic subjects, other content areas, or
skills like playing a musical instrument. Self-management allows students to follow through on plans to

complete assignments, study for tests, and stay focused in class”  (Miller, 2006).
 

Here are some ways to practice your self-management skills. Since we are getting closer to the end of the
school year, you may be feeling the extra stress or pressure from different areas of your life.

 

REMINDER: Our school support staff is here to help. The best way to reach them is via email. Find out
your counselor's name by calling the main office at 937-4360.

Tentative Da

Source:
Miller, Andrew. (2016) Tools for Student Self-Management. Edutopia. Transforming Education. Self-Management Toolkit


